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MINUTES of the 2025 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Of the GENEALOGICAL COMPUTING GROUP 

Held at NZSG FRC Meeting Room on 21 June 2025 at 12:30pm 
Welcome: 

The Chairman, John Soppet #10681, welcomed members to the meeting 

PRESENT: 
John Soppet #10681, Chris Bayley #23164, Bryn Smith #19312, Dorothy Walker #5440, Marilyn 
King #22651, Alan Cobcroft #26474 plus 7 people as per the attendance sheet were present. A 
further 3 people attended online via Zoom for the 2025 AGM. There were also 4 proxies 
received. 
 
APOLOGIES: 
Proxies were received from Keryn Kliskey, Tony Christiansen, Simon Young & Kieran Devine. 
Trevor & Bev Mosley, Geraldine O’Reilly, Bruce Graham & Cazna Lowen have placed apologies 
for this meeting. 
Marilyn King moved that the apologies be accepted. Seconded by Bryn Smith 
All those in attendance were in favour. Nil to the Contrary – Carried. 

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS AGM held on Saturday, 15 June 2024 at NZSG FRC Meeting Room. 
Copies have been made available via the GCG website and a limited number of copies were also 
distributed at the meeting:  
No amendments were required to the minutes.  
John Soppet moved that the Minutes of the Meeting held on Saturday, 15 June 2024 be taken as 
read and confirmed as a true and correct record of the meeting. This was seconded by Noel 
Burchell. 

All those in attendance were in favour. Nil to the Contrary – Carried. 

There were no matters arising from the minutes. 

CORRESPONDENCE: 
There was no inwards correspondence received. 

Outwards – a letter of understanding was sent to the NZSG regarding the running of the Family 
History Expo. The letter emphasised the group’s support but detailed clarity on funds and 

clarification of roles. 

Bryn Smith moved that the correspondence be accepted. Seconded by Chris Bayley. 

All those in attendance were in favour. Nil to the Contrary – Carried. 

 

CONVENOR’S ANNUAL REPORT: 
John Soppet asked that his annual report be taken as read (copies have also been provided via 
the GCG website well prior to the commencement of the meeting and a number at the meeting 
itself).  

John Soppet moved that the Convenor’s Annual Report be received. Seconded by Chris Bayley. 
 
All those in attendance were in favour. Nil to the Contrary – Carried. 

There were no matters arising from the convenor’s annual report. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT: 
The Annual Balance Sheet and Statement of Income and Expenditure were presented and 
commented on by the Treasurer Bryn Smith. 
Copies of the financial reports were again available via the GCG website and a number of copies 
at the meeting itself. 
Bryn explained the background to some of the income & expenses quantities: 

• The increase in Expo account income from 2023-24 to 2024-24 was due to increased 
sponsorship received for the 10th anniversary of the Expo 

• Overall Bryn noted that we have a net increase as a result 

• For the 2025 Expo GCG is a sponsor only and have made a donation to the NZSG 
 

Bryn Smith then moved that the Treasurer’s report be received & adopted 
John Soppet seconded this motion. 
All those in attendance were in favour. Nil to the Contrary – Carried. 
 
Setting of fees for the coming year:  
Bryn Smith moved that the meeting entrance fee to remain the same at $5 for members at each 
meeting and $10 for guests.  
Bryn also moved that the GCG annual subscription to remain the same at $15.  
This was seconded by Dorothy Walker 
There was no further discussion on the motions. 

All those in attendance were in favour of the motions. Nil to the Contrary – Carried. 

 
Appointment of Independent Financial Reviewer: 
The Treasurer Bryn Smith advised of the difficulties in getting someone to review the GCG 
accounts.  
There was subsequently no motion presented at the meeting to appoint an independent 
financial review for the coming year. 

John Soppet then put forward the motion that the committee appointed would appoint an 
Independent Financial Reviewer for the ensuing year." 

The motion was seconded by Bryn Smith. 
There was no further discussion on this matter. 
 

All those in attendance were in favour. Nil to the Contrary – Carried. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

As the current chairman / convenor John Soppet is standing down he remained in the chair for 
the duration of the officers & committee election. 

John then called for any nominations. 
 
There was only 1 nomination for each of the following positions: 
 
Convenor – Alan Cobcroft #26474, nominated by John Soppet #10681 and seconded by Marilyn 
King #22651 
Secretary – Chris Bayley #23164, nominated by Bryn Smith #19312 and seconded by Dorothy 
Walker #5440 
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Treasurer – Bryn Smith #19312, nominated by Chris Bayley #23164 and seconded by John 
Soppet #10681 
 
The Convenor, Secretary & Treasurer positions were all declared elected by acting Chairperson 
John Soppet. 
 
Committee members – 
The following nominations were received: 
Dorothy Walker #5440, nominated by Chris Bayley #23164 and seconded by Marilyn King 
#22651 
Marilyn King #22651, nominated by Bryn Smith #19312 and seconded by Dorothy Walker #5440 
 
The Committee members were all declared elected by acting Chairperson John Soppet. 
 
GENERAL BUSINESS: 
Discussion was held on the motion proposed in the agenda to amend GCG constitution rule 3.4.1 
which states “No general meeting may be held unless at least 20 eligible financial members 
attend. This will constitute a quorum.” 

The proposed amendment is to read “No general meeting may be held unless at least 10 eligible 
financial members attend. This will constitute a quorum.” 

This motion wishes to reduce the number for a quorum from 20 to 10 members and was 
proposed by John Soppet and seconded by Chris Bayley. 

In support of the amendment Alan Cobcroft stated that the current quorum requirements 
amount to about one third of our membership, which is very high when compared to for 
example the NZSG where a quorum of 100 members is required from a total membership of 
about 3000. 

There were no speakers against the proposed amendment. 

The motion was put to the vote and carried unanimously. (including the 4 proxy votes) 

Bryn Smith advised that this year is the 40th anniversary of the GCG and asked the meeting to 
think about what we could do to celebrate this milestone as an end of year event in November. 

Alan Cobcroft advised that the GCG is still involved in the Family History Expo. We have 2 
speaking slots so the intention is to talk on technology and perhaps exhibitors could also present 

as well. Please let Alan or Bryn Smith know your thoughts and ideas. 

Alan Cobcroft spoke on behalf of the group thanking John Soppet for his work as our convener 
and the caretaking of the group. John is still continuing as a GCG member and supporter. Bryn 
Smith and Chris Bayley also thanked John for his contribution, support and friendship. 

There was no further discussion on general business. 

The AGM closed at 1:25pm. 


